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Homework Policy and Procedures

At Beaconside Primary and Nursery School we define ‘homework’ to mean any work or activities which students are asked to do outside lesson time without the guidance of teachers. It is completed with the support of parents or carers and is an opportunity for adults, other than teachers, to become active partners in supporting learning.
The role of Homework in Learning

Learning at home is an essential part of good education. Regular homework activities are important, as it gives pupils the opportunity to practise at home the tasks done in class, and helps them work towards improving important skills. It also encourages children to become confident and independent in their learning, which will help throughout their time at school and, later, in adult life. Homework activities are an important part of the home/school partnership.

All children are expected to take part in a variety of homework tasks to enhance and support their work in class.

This Homework policy is designed:

1. To ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.

2. To ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility.

3. To ensure parents/carers have a clear understanding about expectations for themselves and the pupils.

4. To extend and support learning.

5. To provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work in partnership and enjoy learning experiences.


What does Homework look like at Beaconside?
At Beaconside, we believe that Homework should support key skills taught in class, promote active learning from our pupils and encourage involvement from parents and carers in their child’s development.  The activities which we provide can be used to stimulate and support the child and are based on practical tasks.

Homework at Beaconside consists of these elements:

· Reading material will be sent home on a regular basis and every child will be encouraged to read regularly with an adult or older sibling. A Home link book/ Reading Journal can be used to record and comments which both parent and teacher wish to make the other aware of. We also encourage the children to participate in the Reading club which encourages children to read regularly. The club records children who read for a set period of time and starts at 100 Club working upwards as the children progress with their reading skills. Certificates are awarded for completion of each ‘club’.

· Homework Books will be used in Years 2-6 to support a child’s work in Literacy and 

Numeracy. The books contain three elements: Learning Exercises, Practice Exercises and Thinking Tasks.  Each week, children will take home either a Literacy Book or a Numeracy Book (on some occasions they may bring both).  Using the diary pages at the back of the book they will be set a range of tasks to complete. The book should then be returned to school on the required day - it has been arranged that Thursday will become our Homework Day. This will mean that the Homework books will be sent home on a Thursday and should be returned to school by the following Thursday.
· In Year 1 Work/Activity sheets will be sent home, designed to reinforce skills learnt in the classroom and to be returned, completed, to school on the correct day - it has been arranged that Thursday will become our Homework Day. This will mean that the Homework will be sent home on a Thursday and should be returned to school by the following Thursday.
· In the Foundation Stage, Reception children will be introduced to Homework through Reading books and weekly phonic activities. For those able Nursery children, Reading and phonic books will be introduced when appropriate for the child. All pupils will also be provided with a booklet of suggested activities to support their development. This will be provided at the first consultation evening.
· Research Tasks will be used to support topic work. These may involve a child finding out facts or producing an informative piece to support their topic work. These will be set at relevant points of class topic work.

· Spelling lists, Number bonds and multiplication tables to learn will be sent home at various times during the year.

· Activity Booklets are available from our school website (www.beaconside.co.uk) to support the work carried out in class. These booklets will contain a range of practical activities and games which will develop the child’s skills. They are targeted at developing core skills such as place value, calculations, mental maths, spelling and phonic work and sentence construction. They will be designed to require only easily accessed resources and will actively promote the development of key skills and involvement from parents in their child’s learning.

To support all our children we follow the Government Guidelines on recommended periods of time to be spent on homework at different Key Stages which include activities from the three elements detailed above. These are:
Years 1 and 2: 1 hour per week
Years 3 and 4: 1.5 hours per week
Years 5 and 6: 30 minutes per day
We also recognise the importance of supporting our Year 6 pupils as they near the end of their Primary education and thus to support their transition to secondary school we may increase their homework expectations and use activity/ work sheets or set homework tasks on a more frequent basis.


Monitoring and Evaluating 

Our Homework policy will be continually reviewed by our community every two years. This will include involvement from staff, parents, pupils and governors.
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