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CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY

	IS EDUCATION FREE? 


The basic principle is that education for pupils in maintained schools should be free if it takes place in school hours and is part of the National Curriculum. 

	IS THERE GUIDANCE ON CHARGING FROM THE DfES? 


The Education Reform Act 1988 originally set out the law on charging in all LA maintained schools. Circular 2/89 explained and provided guidance on the new provisions. This Circular is still current even though the parent legislation has been superseded by the Education Act 1996. 

	CAN ANY CHARGE BE LEVIED? 


Yes, there is a legal right to charge for music tuition – except where it relates to a public examination – but there are other situations where a charge can be made for ‘optional extras’. However, under no circumstances can a parent be asked for a contribution that relates to an application for school admissions. 

	CAN A CHARGE BE LEVIED FOR A SCHOOL TRIP DURING SCHOOL HOURS? 


If the school organises a trip related to the national curriculum and it is solely in school hours then no charge can be levied even for transport.
	DOES THE SAME SITUATION APPLY IF THE ACTIVITY IS PARTLY IN SCHOOL TIME? 


The activity must be free if more than half (including travel time) is in school hours. e.g. A school trip leaving at 1.00 pm and returning at 4.30 pm (school normally finishes at 3.00 pm) must be free. The same trip returning at 6.00 pm may be charged for under ‘optional extras’.

	CAN A CHARGE BE LEVIED FOR EDUCATION OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS? 


No charge can be made for education whether wholly or mainly outside school hours where it relates to a prescribed public examination or requirements under the National Curriculum. However, the cost of board and lodging can be charged for residential visits. 
	WHAT ARE OPTIONAL EXTRAS? 


Charges may be made if the activity is wholly or mainly outside school hours as long as it does not conflict with the above paragraph. Participation in any optional extra activity will be on the basis of parental choice and a willingness to meet such charges. 

	WHAT ITEMS CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE OPTIONAL EXTRAS? 


The following can be included:- 

a) a pupil’s travel costs; 

b) a pupil’s board and lodging costs; 

c) materials, books, instruments and other equipment; 

d) non-teaching staff costs; 

e) entrance fees to museums, castles, theatres, etc; 

f) insurance costs. 

	CAN PARENTS BE ASKED TO SUBSIDISE OTHER CHILDREN? 


Charges made in respect of individual pupils may not exceed the actual cost of providing the optional extra activity, divided equally by the number of pupils willing to participate. 

	WHAT DETERMINES VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS? 


The school may seek voluntary contribution for any activity, free or not, but there must be no obligation and no pupil may be omitted from a chargeable activity because parents were unwilling or unable to contribute. A school may point out to its parents that an activity will not take place if there are insufficient voluntary contributions to support the activity. 
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